
Serviceberry Amelanchier spp.
Description
There are multiple native serviceberry species common throughout 
Michigan including the Allegheny serviceberry (A. laevis) and downy  
serviceberry (A. arborea). Additionally, many cultivars are used for  
urban forestry and landscape purposes. The genus is comprised of small,  
multi-stemmed trees that can tolerate a variety of light levels, and soil and site 
conditions. It is a common ornamental tree because of its showy flowers, edible 
fruit and ability to tolerate a wide variety of conditions. 
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Abundance change maps for serviceberry showing current (1961-1990) range and importance of the species and predicted future (2071-2100) range and importance 
using an average of three low emissions climate models. The Importance Value ranges from 0 to 100 and gives a measure of the abundance of the species.

Implications of Climate Change
Under most climate change scenarios serviceberry will remain 
of low importance throughout its current range in Michigan. 
The low importance value likely reflects the fact that all service-
berry species were aggregated in the analysis and, as an under-
story genus, it will inherently have a lower relative dominance. 
Serviceberry is a common understory native that can tolerate 
a variety of climatic conditions and has a range extending far 
south indicating a tolerance for the types of climatic conditions 
likely in southeast Michigan as temperature and precipitation 
change. It is likely to remain a common understory species and 
a good choice for planting in urban environments.

Natural Communities Associations2

Understory tree in rich tamarack swamp, oak barrens, dry 
southern forest, and dry-mesic southern forest.

Vulnerability of Natural Communities3

Rich tamarack swamps are a wetland community typi-
cally occurring in isolated patches and therefore have high 
vulnerability to climate change due to altered hydrology 
and limited dispersal. Oak barrens have a specific climate 
envelope that it prefers and as those conditions move north 
so will this habitat type. Dry and dry-mesic southern forests 
are expected to have low vulnerability to climate change.  
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Climate Resilient Communities
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